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Table ‘A’ provides a summary of the content of the City and County MOA. The Table also 
presents a summary of the agreement between the parties regarding each of the nine (9) planning, 
growth and development issues discussed by the parties during the negotiation of the Agreement.  

Table ‘A’ 

CITY AND COUNTY MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 
SUMMARY OF CONTENT 

SECTION 1.     LOGICAL & ORDERLY DEVELOPMENT 

C
IT

Y
 

The adoption of the City’s General Plan establishes a long 
range development plan for the City that identifies the 
“ultimate” City area that will enable the City to plan for 
efficient provision of public facilities and the delivery of 
services, provide clarity for property owners about the 
direction of future development and its extent, and direct 
development away from the best agricultural land.  

C
O

U
N

T
Y

 The County recognizes that a commitment to City-
Centered Growth principles implies long-term reliance 
on the City to accommodate housing and other urban 
needs, and relies on the City to be able to designate 
adequate land for its needs while developing in a 
logical, compact and orderly manner.   

SECTION 2.     DIRECTION OF FUTURE DEVELOPMENT 

C
IT

Y
 

The City’s proposed Sphere is embodied by the General 
Plan “New Urban Growth Boundary”, which is the area to 
be developed in the long term. The City’s General Plan 
includes provisions for compact and sustainable growth 
patterns, establishing permanent urban edges, 
demonstrates a commitment for agricultural buffers, and 
mitigation of converted agricultural land. 

C
O
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The County will work with the City to manage growth, 
consult with the City on development projects in the 
nearby unincorporated area, and preserve agricultural 
land to maintain physical separation between Gonzales 
and Soledad (and the prison) to the south and Chualar to 
the north. 

SECTION 3.    SPECIFIC PLANNING ACTIONS 

C
IT

Y
 

The City agrees to amend its General Plan to remove all 
Commercial, Industrial and Industrial (Urban Reserve) 
land use designations south of Gloria Road and outside of 
the proposed Sphere of Influence, as designated on the 
Effective Date of this Agreement and replace those 
designations with an Agricultural designation and the 
designation of Permanent Agricultural Edge. 

The City agrees to coordinate with the County and plan 
the arterial roadways along Associated Lane, Iverson 
Road and Gloria Road in a manner that supports the free-
flow of both automobile and truck traffic, utilizing 
method(s) determined by a traffic engineer to be practical, 
including but not limited to: utilizing the existing County 
road as a frontage road/by-pass road, round-abouts, 
directional barriers or medians, trap lanes and right-turn-in 
and right-turn-out intersections. 

C
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The Parties agree that the removal of job-generating 
land uses south of Gloria Road weakens the housing and 
jobs relationship provided in the City’s General Plan, 
and that the relationship that currently exists in the 
City’s General Plan should be maintained. Therefore, in 
exchange for the removal of the job-generating land 
uses south of Gloria Road, the County agrees to allow 
the City to pursue the designation of Assessor Parcel 
number (s) 223-021-001, 020-031-003, 020-031-004 as 
Industrial with the designation of Permanent 
Agricultural Edge along the outside of the southern and 
western boundary to prevent future extension of urban 
land uses. 



SECTION 4.     DEVELOPMENT PHASING AND ANNEXATIONS 

C
IT

Y
 

The City’s adopted 2010 General Plan focuses future 
urban development to the east of Highway 101 and 
provides for the phasing of development through the use 
of Specific Plans. 

The Specific Plans will promote self-contained 
neighborhoods that are no smaller than 125 acres and no 
larger than 400 acres. Accordingly, the timing of 
annexation applications submitted for consideration by 
LAFCO will be based upon the approval by the City of a 
Specific Plan, which includes a phasing plan, a plan for 
services and public facilities and financing plans that 
demonstrate compliance with LAFCO Standards.

C
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The City shall refer proposals for the preparation of a 
Specific Plan within the UGB/SOI to the County 
Resource Management Agency (RMA) - Planning 
Department for informal review and comment regarding 
the potential impacts of the proposed project upon the 
adjacent unincorporated area and associated County 
facilities. Environmental documents associated with the 
Specific Plan process shall be referred to the County 
RMA - Planning Department for formal review and 
comment. 

SECTION 5.     AGRICULTURAL LAND COMPATIBILITY 

C
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The City commitments to keep agricultural land, within its 
growth boundaries, in production as long as possible, 
focus long term growth to the east, ensure that adjacent 
land uses are compatible with agricultural land, and work 
with the County to separate agricultural truck traffic from 
local traffic. C

O
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The County is taking the lead in drafting a County-wide 
Agricultural Land Mitigation Program that address the 
loss of agricultural land due to the development and 
conversion of land to urban uses. The County is also 
taking the lead in drafting a County-wide Agricultural 
Buffer Program to ensure compatibility of urban land 
uses with agricultural land uses in the unincorporated 
area.  

SECTION 6.     AGRICULTURAL LAND CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

C
IT

Y
 

Both parties intend to preserve agricultural land around 
the city to ensure viability of the agricultural economy. 
The parties agree to explore the utilization of permanent 
agricultural easements as a tool to assist in that goal. 
Within the Section, the City presents its program to 
mitigate loss of valuable agricultural land and provides 
guidance on how and when the program will be 
implemented.  

C
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The County agrees to the cessation of the City’s 
Agricultural Land Conservation Program if permanent 
agricultural easements are established on the City’s 
North, West and South boundaries. 

SECTION 7.     TRAFFIC MITIGATION FEES 

C
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The City agrees to consider adoption of the County’s 
impact fee program, as may be amended from time to 
time, to fund improvements to County roads listed in the 
program. Until the Impact Fee is established, the City 
agrees to ensure that any new development project in the 
incorporated area, pursuant to the City’s General Plan, 
that causes traffic impacts on local roads in the nearby 
unincorporated area, will pay its pro rata fair share to the 
County as mitigation for impacts on County roads. 

C
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The County agrees to prepare and consider a Traffic 
Impact Fee that would include a Greater Gonzales Area 
Zone within 18 months of the effective date of the 
adoption of the Sphere of Influence by LAFCO.  

The County agrees that for any development within the 
City’s Planning Area Boundary as shown on the City’s 
Land Use Diagram, the County will consult with the 
City to determine if there are traffic impacts to the City.  
In the event that there are traffic impacts to the City, the 
County will require the development to pay its pro rata 
fair share to the City as mitigation of impacts on City 
roads.  

SECTION 8.     TAX SHARING 

C
IT

Y
 The City agrees, to the extent allowed by law that all local 

taxes, for any annexation that is not consistent with the 
MOA, shall not accrue to the benefit of the City.  

C
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 The County agrees to discuss with the City the existing 
Master Tax Sharing Agreement prior to any annexation, 
except all land within the Sphere of Influence that exists 
today. 



SECTION 9.   ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW, PUBLIC HEARING &  DECISION-MAKING 

C
IT

Y
 

The parties recognize the need for California 
Environmental Quality Act review, public hearings, and 
public outreach prior to any binding decisions. It 
recognizes that the MOA is a document that states 
tentative policy commitments until all legal steps have 
been completed. 
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 See description within the City column. 
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